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TAGS: OREP (SOLARZ, STEPHEN J.) 

SUB J : CODEL SOLARZ 

REF: (A) STATE 67151, (?) GABORONE 0736 

1 . UNFORTUNATELY, REVISION OF CODEL SOLARZ SCHEDULE (REF A) 

MAY ACTUALLY MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT TO ARRANGE APPROPRIATE 
APPOINTMENTS FOR HIM. MARCH 27 IS EASTER MONDAY WHICH WINDS 
UP FOUR-DAY BOTSWANA NATIONAL HOLIDAY. EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, 
THE ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE RULING BOTSWANA DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY (BDP) WILL BE HELD IN MAHALAPYE (APPROXIMATELY 200 
KILOMATERS FROM GABORONE) ON THAT WEEKEND. CONFERENCE WILL 
BE ATTENDED BY PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT AND ALL IMPORTANT GOB 
OFFICIAL SO THAT IT WILL BE VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO OBTAIN 
APPOINTMENTS FOR MARCH 27 IN GABORONE. 

2. AFTER RECEIPT OF REF A, PRESIDENTIAL ADVISER LEGWAILA 
INFORMED US THAT PRESIDENT HAD ALREADY INDICATED THAT HE 
COULD NOT MEET WITH CODEL ON SATURDAY, APRIL 1, AS ORIGINALLY 
REQUESTED. LEGWAILA TOLD US THAT MARCH 27 MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT WOULD BE EVEN MORE DIFFICULT TO ARRANGE. HE SUGGESTED 
THAT EMBASSY FOLLOW UP WITH EXTAFF MINISTRY SECRETARY 
MPOTOKWANE WHO HAD BEEN ASKED TO ARRANGE ALTERNATIVE 
APPOINTMENTS FOR CONGRESSMAN ON APRIL 1. 
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3. WE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH MPOTOKWANE TO SEE WHETHER APPOINT- 
MENTS CAN BE MADE; HOWEVER, WE ARE DOUBTFUL THAT MARCH 27 
VISIT TO GABORONE WOULD PROVIDE CONGRESSMAN SOLARZ WITH 
ACCESS TO RANKING GOB OFFICIALS. 

4. IN VIEW OF ABOVE PROBLEM, DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER 
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SUGGESTING THAT GABORONE VISIT BE POSTPONED FOR ONE DAY TO 
FACILITATE ARRANGEMENT OF APPROPRIATE PROGRAM OF APPOINT- 
MENTS FOR CONGRESSMAN SOLARZ. PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER RESCHEDULING 
IS POSSIBLE. 

ALBERTI 
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